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Sir: 

Under the provisions of 37 CF.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant would like to call the 
Examiner's attention to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies are enclosed 
in accordance with 37 CF.R. 1.98 with the exception of the U.S. references in accordance with the 
waiver of 37 CF.R. 1 .98(a)(2)(i) published in the Official Gazette of August 5, 2003. 

In accordance with 37 CF.R. 1.97(b)(1), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed before the issuance of a first Official Action on this application. 

In accordance with 37 CF.R. 1.97(g) and 37 CF.R. 1.97(h), filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made and 
shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the statement is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 34 CF.R. 1 .56(b). 



The Examiner is requested to make the noted references of record and to consider these 
references along with such other references deemed pertinent as a result of the Examiner's own 
independent search and examination. 



DPH/KRV/ck 

Att. - PTO-1449 w/foreign references 

D. Peter Hochberg Co., L.P.A. 
1940 East Sixth Street - 6 th Floor 
Cleveland, OH 44114 
(216) 771-3800 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR 1.8(a) 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being transmitted 
therewith) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Respectfully submitted, 




D. reter Hochberj 
Reg. No. 24,603 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Examiner 
Initial 



Document 
Number 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Date 



Name 



3,979,136 
4,955,628 
5,785,338 
2002185836 



09/07/1976 
09/11/1990 
07/28/1998 
12/12/2002 
Foreign Patent Documents 



Lassiere 

Chiu 

Chang 



Examiner Document 
Initial Number 



Date 



Country 



Translation 
(Yes/No) 



0,505,598 
2,818,233 
202 06 975 
1,036,800 



09/30/1992 
06/21/2002 
07/25/2002 
11/01/1997 



Europe 
France 
Germany 
Spain 



(English) 
See WO 02/49908 Al (att'd) 
See U.S. Appln. 2002185836 
No 



Examiner 
Initial 



Other Prior Art Tine. Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 
Document 



Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



**Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 
609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 



